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Denise studied Civil Engineering at QUB which included a summer placements with the Royal 
Naval Engineering College in Plymouth and Roads Service in NI.  She spent the first half of her 
professional career as an engineer working in a firm of consulting civil and structural engineers 
primarily involved in feasibility studies and the design and supervision of the construction of 
various water network and sewerage system infrastructure projects.  During this period she 
became a Chartered Engineer through the Institution of Civil Engineers and a member of the 
Chartered Institution of Water and Environmental Management (CIWEM) and is currently the NI 
Chair of CIWEM.  The latter half of her career to date has been spent as the Business Manager of 
the Polymer Processing Research Centre, a self-financing Centre in the School of Mechanical & 
Aerospace Engineering at QUB which undertakes leading edge, industrially exploitable, 
fundamental and applied R&D and serves a central supporting role to the research undertaken in 
the Advanced Materials & Processing Research Cluster in the School. As the School’s Scientific 
Academic Women’s Network (SWAN) Champion, Denise is working with a team of others in the 
School to support and advance women's careers in science, technology, engineering, maths and 
medicine employment in academia. 
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