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The mapping of Ireland’s landscapes is as much a part of the island’s cultural heritage as 

the landscapes of Ireland they represent. Indeed, the history of mapping Ireland’s landscapes 

is a long and complex one, closely entwined with the history and geography of Ireland itself. 

This session looks at examples of historic maps of Ireland, from the Middle Ages through to 

modern times, to explore this rich heritage and particularly its (post-)colonial contexts. 

The session comprises: 

1. A study of mapping Ireland’s landscapes through the ages, with particular reference to: 

a. Maps and surveys of the Plantation of Ulster of the early-seventeenth century; 

b. Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping and survey of Ireland in the nineteenth century. 

2. A visit to the current Ulster Museum exhibition “Purpose and Portrayal--Early Irish Maps and 

Mapping” to explore how maps tell us about Ireland’s changing landscapes as well as 

revealing histories of the mapping of Ireland. 

To find out more read: 

Andrews J H, Shapes of Ireland: maps and their makers 1564-1839 (Dublin, 1997). 

Andrews J H, A Paper Landscape: the Ordnance Survey in nineteenth-century Ireland (Dublin, 2002). 

Andrews J H, The Queen's Last Map-maker: Richard Bartlett in Ireland, 1600-3 (Dublin, 2008). 

Doherty G M, The Irish Ordnance Survey. History, culture and memory (Dublin, 2004). 

Lilley K D and Porter C, ‘Mapping worlds? Excavating cartographic encounters in Plantation Ireland 

through GIS’, Historical Geography, 41 (2013), pp.35-58. 

Margey A, ‘Visualising the Plantation: mapping the changing face of Ulster’, History Ireland 17.6 

(2009), pp.42-45, free to view at http://www.historyireland.com/early-modern-history-1500-

1700/visualising-the-plantationmapping-the-changing-face-of-ulster/  

ÓCadhla S, Civilizing Ireland. Ordnance Survey 1824-1842, Ethnography, Cartography (Dublin, 2007). 

Owen T and Pilbeam E, Ordnance Survey. Map makers to Britain since 1791 (London, 1992), free to 

download at: http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/docs/ebooks/map-makers-to-britain-since-1791.pdf  

OSI/OSNI, An Illustrated record of Ordnance Survey in Ireland (Ordnance Survey of Ireland, Dublin 

and Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland, Belfast, 1991). 

Swift M, Historical Maps of Ireland (London, 1999). 

http://www.historyireland.com/early-modern-history-1500-1700/visualising-the-plantationmapping-the-changing-face-of-ulster/
http://www.historyireland.com/early-modern-history-1500-1700/visualising-the-plantationmapping-the-changing-face-of-ulster/
http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/docs/ebooks/map-makers-to-britain-since-1791.pdf
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For free online resources with interactive map content: 

Irish Historic Towns Atlas (IHTA) of Derry/Londonderry: 

https://www.ria.ie/digital-prototypes  

‘Down Survey’ of Ireland (1656-1658): 

http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/  

‘Griffith Valuation of Ireland’ (1847-1864) and historic Ordnance Survey maps: 

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml 

Historic six-inch to one mile (6”) OS maps of Northern Ireland (1830s-1950s): 

https://apps.spatialni.gov.uk/EduSocial/PRONIApplication/index.html  

Historic six-inch (6”) and twenty-five (25”) inch to one mile OS maps of Ireland: 

http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/heritage-maps/?p=maps/  

http://maps.osi.ie/publicviewer  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Richard Bartlett’s map of Ulster (1603), TNA MPF1-35(1) 

 

https://www.ria.ie/digital-prototypes
http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/index.xml
https://apps.spatialni.gov.uk/EduSocial/PRONIApplication/index.html
http://www.heritagecouncil.ie/projects/heritage-maps/?p=maps/
http://maps.osi.ie/publicviewer
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Josias Bodley, Map of 'parte of ye Baronie of Loghinisholin', No. 620, TNA MPF/47. (1609-10) 
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From Lilley K D and Porter C, ‘Mapping worlds? Excavating cartographic encounters in Plantation 

Ireland through GIS’, Historical Geography, 41 (2013), pp.35-58. 



5 
 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 

 



7 
 

 

 



8 
 

 

 



9 
 

 



10 
 

 

 

See http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/gis/2015/11/06/irelands-surveying-heritage-past-present-and-future/ 

 

http://blogs.qub.ac.uk/gis/2015/11/06/irelands-surveying-heritage-past-present-and-future/

